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COUNTY OF SONOMA
PERMIT AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA  95403
(707) 565-1900          FAX (707) 565-1103

To: Grading Permit Applicants
From: PRMD
Subject: Standard Notes for Grading Permits
Date: July 1, 2004

Attention Grading Permit Applicants,

Attached are two documents, Grading Notes & Erosion Prevention and Sediment
Control Notes (Standard Notes), which are required on all plan sets submitted for
Grading Permits effective July 1, 2004.

The Standard Notes were created to fulfill certain requirements of Sonoma County’s
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Permits with the Regional Water Quality
Control Boards as well as to provide minimum guidance for grading, erosion prevention
and sediment control, and to promote effective Best Management Practices for grading
construction.

The Standard Notes are the County’s minimum standard for grading and erosion notes
and are to be used in conjunction with other notes that design professionals may deem
necessary.  Additional notes that are included on plan sets should begin numerically at
the conclusion of the Standard Notes and should not conflict with the Standard Notes’
language or intent.

Regarding Grading Note 1: For projects requiring a Geotechnical Report, omit the
brackets and provide the necessary information in lieu of the underlined space.  For
projects not requiring a Geotechnical Report, omit the brackets and the text within.

Questions or concerns may directed to Alex Rosas at (707) 565-3746 or Nathan
Quarles at (707) 565-2502.

Thank you for your time.

Please note: These notes are not products of the Grading Ordinance and are
subject to revisions.

att: Grading Notes
Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control Notes
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COUNTY OF SONOMA
PERMIT AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA  95403-2829
(707) 565-1900          FAX (707) 565-1103

GRADING NOTES

1. PERFORM GRADING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LATEST EDITION OF
APPENDIX CHAPTER 33 OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE,
APPLICABLE SONOMA COUNTY REGULATIONS [AND TO THE
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING REPORT,
PREPARED BY _______________, DATED _____.]

2. EXISTING DRAINAGE COURSES RECEIVING WATERS FROM THIS SITE
AND LOCATED THROUGHOUT THIS SITE SHALL REMAIN OPEN AND
CLEAR OF DEBRIS TO PROPERLY CONVEY STORM WATER.  IF EXISTING
DRAINAGE COURSES RECEIVING WATERS FROM THIS SITE ARE
LOCATED IN THE COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY AND NEED MAINTENANCE,
CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS
AT (707) 565-2231 FOR FURTHER ASSISTANCE.  IN ANY EVENT, THE
OWNER AND/OR CONTRACTOR SHALL BE HELD LIABLE FOR ANY
DAMAGE DUE TO OBSTRUCTING NATURAL DRAINAGE PATTERNS.

3. RETAINING WALLS ARE NOT APPROVED UNDER THIS GRADING PERMIT.
RETAINING WALLS REQUIRE A SEPARATE BUILDING PERMIT, UNLESS
EXEMPTED.

4. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE DESIGN ENGINEER
UPON DISCOVERING SIGNIFICANT DISCREPANCIES, ERRORS OR
OMISSIONS IN THE PLANS.  PRIOR TO PROCEEDING, THE OWNER SHALL
HAVE THE PLANS REVISED TO CLARIFY IDENTIFIED DISCREPANCIES,
ERRORS OR OMISSIONS.  THE REVISED PLANS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
REVIEW BY THE CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL.

5. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING
UNDERGROUND SERVICE ALERT (U.S.A.), TOLL FREE AT 1-800-642-2444,
AT LEAST TWO WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO EXCAVATION.  THE
CONTRACTOR SHALL UNCOVER RELEVANT UTILITIES TO VERIFY THEIR
LOCATION AND ELEVATION.  IF UNEXPECTED OR CONFLICTING UTILITIES
ARE ENCOUNTERED DURING EXCAVATION, NOTIFY U.S.A, THE UTILITY
OWNER AND/OR THE PROJECT ENGINEER IMMEDIATELY.  UTILITIES
INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO WATER, SEWER, ELECTRICAL, GAS,
TELEPHONE AND CABLE/TV.
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6. IN THE EVENT CULTURAL RESOURCES (I.E., HISTORICAL,
ARCHAEOLOGICAL, AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES, AND HUMAN
REMAINS) ARE DISCOVERED DURING GRADING OR OTHER
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES, WORK SHALL BE HALTED WITHIN A 100
FOOT RADIUS OF THE FIND.  THE NORTHWEST INFORMATION CENTER
SHALL BE NOTIFIED AT (707) 664-0880.  A QUALIFIED ARCHEOLOGIST
SHALL BE CONSULTED FOR AN ON-SITE EVALUATION.  ADDITIONAL
MITIGATION MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE COUNTY PER THE
ARCHEOLOGIST’S RECOMMENDATIONS.  IF HUMAN BURIALS OR HUMAN
REMAINS ARE ENCOUNTERED, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL ALSO NOTIFY
THE COUNTY CORONER AT (707) 565-5070.

7. SHOULD GRADING OPERATIONS ENCOUNTER HAZARDOUS MATERIALS,
OR WHAT APPEAR TO BE HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, STOP WORK IN THE
AFFECTED AREA IMMEDIATELY AND CONTACT 911 OR THE
APPROPRIATE AGENCY FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTION.

8. THE GRADING PERMIT AND AN APPROVED COPY OF THE GRADING
PLANS SHALL BE MAINTAINED ON THE PROJECT SITE THROUGHOUT THE
DURATION OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES.

9. DRAINAGE FACILITIES AND GRADING SHALL BE INSPECTED BEFORE
RECEIVING FINAL APPROVAL.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL CONSULT THE
PROJECT JOB CARD FOR COORDINATION OF INSPECTION REQUESTS.
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COUNTY OF SONOMA
PERMIT AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA  95403-2829
(707) 565-1900          FAX (707) 565-1103

EROSION PREVENTION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL NOTES

1. PERFORM EROSION PREVENTION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LATEST EDITION OF APPENDIX CHAPTER 33 OF
THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, APPLICABLE SONOMA COUNTY
REGULATIONS, AND SECTION 20 OF THE CALTRANS STANDARD
SPECIFICATIONS.

2. THE APPROVED PLANS SHALL CONFORM  WITH THE EROSION
PREVENTION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
CONTAINED IN THE LATEST EDITIONS OF THE FOLLOWING
PUBLICATIONS OR AN EQUIVALENT BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE:

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL FIELD MANUAL BY THE SAN
FRANCISCO BAY REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD.
MANUAL OF STANDARDS FOR EROSION & SEDIMENT CONTROL
MEASURES BY THE ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS.
CONSTRUCTION SITE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MANUAL BY
CALTRANS.
STORMWATER BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE HANDBOOK BY THE
CALIFORNIA STORMWATER QUALITY ASSOCIATION.

3. IF DISCREPANCIES OCCUR BETWEEN THESE NOTES, MATERIAL
REFERENCED HEREIN OR MANUFACTURER’S RECOMMENDATIONS,
THEN THE MOST PROTECTIVE SHALL APPLY.

4. THE OWNER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING AND COMPLYING WITH
THE NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES)
GENERAL PERMIT NO. CAS000002 WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR DISCHARGES OF STORM WATER RUNOFF ASSOCIATED WITH
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY DISTURBING LAND EQUAL TO OR GREATER
THAN ONE ACRE.  CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT
LIMITED TO CLEARING, GRADING, EXCAVATION, STOCKPILING, AND
RECONSTRUCTION OF EXISTING FACILITIES INVOLVING REMOVAL AND
REPLACEMENT.

5. PRESERVATION OF EXISTING VEGETATION SHALL OCCUR TO THE
MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICABLE.
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6. THE OWNER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PREVENTING STORM WATER
POLLUTION GENERATED FROM THE CONSTRUCTION SITE YEAR ROUND. 
THE OWNER MUST IMPLEMENT AN EFFECTIVE COMBINATION OF
EROSION PREVENTION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL ON ALL DISTURBED
AREAS DURING THE RAINY SEASON (OCTOBER 15 - APRIL 15).

7. EROSION PREVENTION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES SHALL BE
INSPECTED BY THE OWNER BEFORE FORECASTED STORM EVENTS AND
AFTER ACTUAL STORM EVENTS TO ENSURE MEASURES ARE
FUNCTIONING PROPERLY.  STORM EVENTS PRODUCE AT LEAST 1 INCH
OF PRECIPITATION IN A 24 HOUR PERIOD.  EROSION PREVENTION AND
SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES THAT HAVE FAILED OR ARE NO
LONGER EFFECTIVE SHALL BE PROMPTLY REPLACED.  EROSION
PREVENTION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES SHALL BE
MAINTAINED UNTIL DISTURBED AREAS ARE STABILIZED.

8. CHANGES TO THE EROSION PREVENTION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL
PLAN MAY BE MADE TO RESPOND TO FIELD CONDITIONS.  CHANGES
SHALL BE NOTED ON THE PLAN WHEN MADE.

9. DISCHARGES OF POTENTIAL POLLUTANTS FROM CONSTRUCTION SITES
SHALL BE PREVENTED USING SOURCE CONTROLS TO THE MAXIMUM
EXTENT PRACTICABLE.  POTENTIAL POLLUTANTS INCLUDE BUT ARE
NOT LIMITED TO: SEDIMENT, TRASH, NUTRIENTS, PATHOGENS,
PETROLEUM HYDROCARBONS, METALS, CONCRETE, CEMENT, ASPHALT,
LIME, PAINT, STAINS, GLUES, WOOD PRODUCTS, PESTICIDES,
HERBICIDES, CHEMICALS, HAZARDOUS WASTE, SANITARY WASTE,
VEHICLE OR EQUIPMENT WASH WATER AND CHLORINATED WATER.

 
10. ENTRANCE(S) TO THE CONSTRUCTION SITE SHALL BE MAINTAINED IN A

CONDITION THAT WILL PREVENT TRACKING OR FLOWING OF POTENTIAL
POLLUTANTS OFFSITE.  POTENTIAL POLLUTANTS DEPOSITED ON PAVED
AREAS WITHIN THE COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY, SUCH AS ROADWAYS AND
SIDEWALKS, SHALL BE PROPERLY DISPOSED OF AT THE END OF EACH
WORKING DAY OR MORE FREQUENTLY AS NECESSARY.

11. EXPOSED SLOPES SHALL BE PROTECTED BY USING EROSION
PREVENTION MEASURES TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICABLE,
SUCH AS ESTABLISHING 70% VEGETATION COVERAGE, HYDROSEEDING,
STRAW MULCH,  GEOTEXTILES, PLASTIC COVERS, BLANKETS OR MATS.

12. WHENEVER IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO UTILIZE EROSION PREVENTION
MEASURES, EXPOSED SLOPES SHALL EMPLOY SEDIMENT CONTROL
DEVICES, SUCH AS FIBER ROLLS AND SILT FENCES.  FIBER ROLLS AND
SILT FENCES SHALL BE TRENCHED AND KEYED INTO THE SOIL AND
INSTALLED ON CONTOUR.  SILT FENCES SHALL BE INSTALLED
APPROXIMATELY 2 TO 5 FEET FROM TOE OF SLOPE.
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13. HYDROSEEDING SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN A THREE STEP PROCESS. 
FIRST, EVENLY APPLY SEED MIX AND FERTILIZER TO THE EXPOSED
SLOPE.  SECOND, EVENLY APPLY MULCH OVER THE SEED AND
FERTILIZER.  THIRD, STABILIZE THE MULCH IN PLACE.

APPLICATIONS SHALL BE BROADCASTED MECHANICALLY OR MANUALLY
AT THE RATES SPECIFIED BELOW.  SEED MIX AND FERTILIZER SHALL BE
WORKED INTO THE SOIL BY ROLLING OR TAMPING.  IF STRAW IS USED
AS MULCH, STRAW SHALL BE DERIVED FROM WHEAT, RICE OR BARLEY
AND BE APPROXIMATELY 6 TO 8 INCHES IN LENGTH.  STABILIZATION OF
MULCH SHALL BE DONE HYDRAULICALLY BY APPLYING AN EMULSION
OR MECHANICALLY BY CRIMPING OR PUNCHING THE MULCH INTO THE
SOIL. EQUIVALENT METHODS AND MATERIALS MAY BE USED ONLY IF
THEY ADEQUATELY PROMOTE VEGETATION GROWTH AND PROTECT
EXPOSED SLOPES.

MATERIALS APPLICATION RATE
(POUNDS PER ACRE)

SEED MIX
Bromus mollis (BLANDO BROME) 40
Trifolium hirtum (HYKON ROSE CLOVER) 20

FERTILIZER
16-20-0 & 15% SULPHUR 500

MULCH
STRAW 4000

HYDRAULIC STABILIZING*
M-BINDER OR SENTINEL 75-100

EQUIVALENT MATERIAL PER MANUFACTURER

*NON-ASPHALTIC, DERIVED FROM PLANTS

14. THE OWNER SHALL PROTECT STORM DRAIN INLETS FROM POTENTIAL
POLLUTANTS UNTIL DRAINAGE CONVEYANCE SYSTEMS ARE
FUNCTIONAL AND CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN COMPLETED.

15. ENERGY DISSIPATERS SHALL BE INSTALLED AT STORM DRAIN OUTLETS
WHICH MAY CONVEY STORM WATER FLOW LEADING TO SOIL EROSION.

16. SOIL AND MATERIAL STOCKPILES SHALL BE PROPERLY PROTECTED TO
MINIMIZE SEDIMENT AND POLLUTANT TRANSPORT FROM THE
CONSTRUCTION SITE.

17. SOLID WASTE, SUCH AS TRASH, DISCARDED BUILDING MATERIALS AND
DEBRIS, SHALL BE PLACED IN DESIGNATED COLLECTION AREAS OR
CONTAINERS.  THE CONSTRUCTION SITE SHALL BE CLEARED OF SOLID
WASTE DAILY, OR AS NECESSARY, AND REGULAR REMOVAL AND
PROPER DISPOSAL SHALL BE ARRANGED.

18. A CONCRETE WASHOUT AREA, SUCH AS A TEMPORARY PIT, SHALL BE
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DESIGNATED TO CLEAN CONCRETE TRUCKS AND TOOLS.  AT NO TIME
SHALL CONCRETE PRODUCTS AND WASTE BE ALLOWED TO ENTER
COUNTY WATERWAYS SUCH AS CREEKS OR STORM DRAINS.

19. PROPER APPLICATION, CLEANING AND STORAGE OF POTENTIALLY
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, SUCH AS PAINTS AND CHEMICALS, SHALL BE
CONDUCTED TO PREVENT THE DISCHARGE OF POLLUTANTS.

20. WHEN UTILIZED, TEMPORARY RESTROOMS AND SANITARY FACILITIES
SHALL BE LOCATED AND MAINTAINED TO PREVENT THE DISCHARGE OF
POLLUTANTS.

21. APPROPRIATE VEHICLE STORAGE, FUELING, MAINTENANCE AND
CLEANING AREAS SHALL BE DESIGNATED AND MAINTAINED TO
PREVENT DISCHARGE OF POLLUTANTS.


