
 

 

West Nile Virus Specimen Algorithm 
Sonoma County Department of Health Services 

*Download forms from the web at: http://www.sonoma-county.org/health/ph/phpreparedness/wnv.htm 
 

Reporting Instructions 
� If private lab is used, all laboratory test positive (EIA or IFA) cases of WNV should be reported within one 

working day (Mon – Fri) to the Sonoma County DHS Communicable Disease Unit by faxing the West Nile Virus 
Case History Form to 707-565-4565 or by phone to 707-565-4567. 

� If Public Health Laboratory is used, reporting will be done by the Public Health Laboratory. Reactive 
samples will be sent to the State for confirmation via PRNT. Samples will be sent to the California Encephalitis 
Project if appropriate. 

 
Contact Information 

 
Sonoma County  
Public Health Laboratory 
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
3313 Chanate Road 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Phone: 707-565-4711 
Fax: 707-565-7839 

Sonoma County  
DHS Disease Control Unit 
625 5th Street 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Phone: 707-565-4567 
Fax: 707-565-4565 

State Viral and Rickettsial Disease Lab 
Specimen Receiving 
850 Marina Bay Parkway 
Richmond, CA 94804 
 
West Nile Surveillance Coordinator 
Phone: 510-307-8606 
Fax: 510-307-8599 

 

Clinician uses private lab Clinician uses Public Health Laboratory
OR

All Clinical Presentations Clinical Presentation

- Encephalitis
- Acute Flaccid Paralysis/Atypical Gullain-Barre 
  Syndrome/Transverse Myelitis
- Aseptic Meningitis (>18 years old)
- Febrile illness (lasting > 7 days, consistent
  w/West Nile fever)

- Aseptic Meningitis (< 17 years old)
All 

specimens

Private Lab

NOTE: If aseptic 
meningitis and age 
< 17 years, rule out 
enterovirus prior to 
reporting.

WNV

+ -

**Report**
(w /i 1 w orking day)
- Fax WNV Case History 
  Form* to SC DC Unit 
  (707) 565-4565 OR
- Phone (707) 565-4567

STOP

All 
specimens

**Attach**
(w ith specimens)
- WNV Case History Form*
- WNV Diagnostic Testing 
  Guidelines & Instructions* 
  for Sending Specimens

Workup for enterovirus 
via private lab only 

(CSF PCR, throat/stool 
isolation). Hospital or 
private lab hold serum 
and CSF for possible 

WNV testing.

Enterovirus

- +

STOP

Sonoma County 
Public Health Laboratory

(WNV testing only)
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