TUBERCULOSIS IN SONOMA COUNTY

2008 Annual Report

Rates and Demographics

In 2008, the rate of new cases re-
mained constant at 1.8 cases per
100,000 persons (N=9). Over the
past few years, the rate of TB dis-
ease in Sonoma County has de-
creased slightly (Figure 1).

With the 2008 rate of 1.8 cases
per 100,000 persons, Sonoma
County meefts the national defini-
fion for a low-incidence jurisdic-
fion (<3.5 cases per 100,000 per-
sons). However, the rate of TB in-
fection in Sonoma County is con-
sistently higher than Healthy Peo-
ple 2010 goal of 1.0 case per
100,000 population.”

Because the absolute num-
ber of cases is small, it is diffi-
cult to evaluate changing
frends in age groups. In 2008,
the group most affected by

TB infection was persons
aged 45-65. Since 2000, per-
sons aged 25-44 have had
the highest age-specific rates
of TB, ranging from 3.0 to 8.8
cases per 100,000 persons.

Persons who are Asian or re-
port Hispanic ethnicity have a
much higher rate of disease
(18 and 3 cases per 100,000
persons, respectively). In
2008, 33% of TB cases re-
ported Hispanic ethnicity and
44% reported Asian race.
Compared to the 2008 So-
noma County population,
19% Hispanic and 4% Asian,
these two groups are dispro-
portionately affected by TB.

The rate of TB among Asians
has remained consistently
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high in the past five years
(2004-2008 average of 28
cases per 100,000 persons).
Similarly, the rate in persons
reporting Hispanic ethnicity
remains higher than non-
Hispanics at 5.1 cases per
100,000 persons during the
same time period

Over the past ten years, an
average of 72% of Sonoma
County's TB cases occurred
in foreign-born individuals
(range 50-91%). In 2008, 78%
of cases reported a non-US
birth country (N=7; 2 Mexico,
3 Southeast Asia, 2 Other).



In California in 2007, 77% of alll Table 1 - Selected Clinical Characteristics of TB Cases
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